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Stand Still the House
SETTING:
1.  	The story happened at night with so many blizzards and it is evident in the conversation that Ruth and Manning had at the start of the scene. Ruth, “Do you think you’d better try to go back tonight, Mr. Manning! The roads may be drifted.” Manning replied that “it’s a bad blizzard, all right, but I don’t think I’ll have any trouble. There’s a heater in the car, I’ve just had the engine checked over.” 
 	They had to have their discussion in the Olden Mr. Martin’s house which was situated far from the town and it was a lonely house in the prairies as seen in the conversation between Bruce and Ruth. Ruth, “If you take this offer, we’ll be nearer town. We’ll have water in the place. We can have a garden and trees growing,” she continued and said it will not be living in a town like it was in their current house. Bruce replied, “My father came out here and took a homestead. He broke the prairie with one plow and a team of horses. He built a house to live in out of the sod. You didn’t know what did you? He and mother lived here in a sod shanty and struggled to make things grow. Then they built a one-room shack and when the good years came, they built this house. The finest in the country” I thought my son would have it.”
	This showed how Bruce really loved their house in the prairie and it would hurt him so much to let it go to some strangers. The atmosphere of this story can be said to be in a total annoyance, Hester is totally annoyed by the fact that Bruce and Ruth are planning to sell their father’s land. Bruce on the other side is so annoyed by his wife for pushing him to sell the house to Manning as soon as possible. His wife overreacts to the way Bruce has talked to her and she feels it is not fair that he shouted at her.
2.  This story’s setting is on a lonely farm in the prairie and it occurs at night during a very bad blizzard. This house is built on a lonely farm as a single house, this symbolizes the kind of loneliness Ruth was experiencing during his stay there. Ruth, “And, Bruce, it wouldn’t be so lonely there, so cruelly lonely.” This shows how deeply she was lonely and also the way he kept staring through the road going to the town can also support this point. “But the Warren house was built to withstand the menace of the Canadian winter,” this shows how firm Hester was not going to allow anything come between her and their farm which she had lived most of her life guarding ad even quit marriage for it. Hester, “this is my house. I won’t have stranger have it” -It shows how stern she was with her decision of not selling the house. The lack of good harvest for the last five years showed that Bruce was going to be defeated, and finally, this showed how gullible he was when he was convinced by his wife to sell the land and he finally decided to do so. Bruce, “I’m going to sell the farm to Manning. He was here today.” This shows how he was weak in decision making.
CHARACTER:
1. 
a. Ruth- Ruth is described as a materialistic wife and she loves good things hence she was telling Hester that they should buy new things for their old house. Ruth, “I thought. there’s enough left to make covers for the chair to match the curtains,” this shows how she loved good material things to a point she hated the curtains and wanted them changed.
b. Hester – she was a caring girl; she loved his brother and father to a point she sacrificed her marriage only to be with his family and to support them since her mother died and there was no one to help out. Hester, “Don’t try to try your soft ways on me. I couldn’t leave Bruce and Father alone. My duty was here in this house. So, I stayed.”
c. Bruce- He was a gullible man. His wife quickly convinced him to sell their farm and go to live near the town. Bruce was easily convinced and agreed to sell it without so many considerations of her sister and the fact that he was going to sell his father’s house. Bruce, “I’m going to sell the farm to Manning. He was here today.”
2. Methods of Characterization
a. Ruth
Physical Description – the author gives Ruth’s physical description in the story as Small, fair-headed and pretty, twenty-five or twenty-six years of age. This gives us the imagery vision of how Ruth really looked like and hence her fitting in the story.
b. Hester- 
The reaction of Others- Hester reacted in a way which was going to help her retain her father’s house. She was very annoyed when she came to realize that Ruth and Bruce had planned to sell the farm without telling her or consulting her. This was painful to her since she never wanted to lose a house she had cherished for years and a house to which she had sacrificed.
c. Bruce-
Action- However much Bruce was not doing good in the farms, he still cultivated with hopes that one day he will get a good harvest. His father raised him in farming as a way of life. He even risks going to the Blizzard to look after a newborn animal which shows the dedication he had in farming. 

PLOT
1. 
	The story is about two family member, Bruce, and Hester, living with a third person who is Bruce’s wife, Ruth. They are living in the old house of Mr. Warren on a lonely farm in the prairie. Ruth and Bruce are planning to sell their farm to Arthur Manning without telling or consulting Hester. So later one stormy night, Mr. Manning came to close his deal with Bruce. Unfortunately, Bruce was not around and he left the paper behind to Ruth so that when Bruce came, he could sign them as soon as possible since he was going to come and pick.
	Hester who was in the bedroom came to the living room and coincidentally found Ruth with the papers. She read through them and found out the secret the two had been hiding away from her. She was so angry and told Ruth that that was his father’s house and nobody was going to sell it. Bruce came later that night and found the papers he was required to sign by Mr. Manning. He looked through them and said he needs enough time to think about selling the farm, maybe even up to next year.
	Hester told him that she was not going to allow that silly action to happen. She said nobody was going to take his father’s house away from her. Ruth on the other side tried to convince Bruce to sell the farm so that they could go and live near the city. Bruce was confused, with what decision to make but at last, through his wife convincing him, he decided to sell it. Hester was so bitter and said she could not allow strangers in his father’s house. 
	Bruce decided to go and check out on his newborn animal, Hester saw this an opportunity and allowed Ruth to go and check on his husband in the bad blizzard so that they could freeze to death and the farm will now not be sold to anyone. This would mean she will continue to live in his father’s house.
2. 
a.  		Ruth was experiencing an internal conflict with herself. The conflict is Man vs Self. She was fighting the loneliness that she experienced in the lonely farm to appoint she was convincing her husband to sell the farm so that they can go and live in the city which was all fun. 
 		Ruth is also experiencing external conflict with Hester (Man vs Man). She is always in an argument with his sister-in-law at their house. Hester never wants her to touch anything in the house and do anything since she says she doesn’t know how to do things.
b.  		Bruce was experiencing an external conflict with nature. The conflict is called, Man vs Nature. For the past five years he had not been getting good harvest but he still persistently cultivated.
 		Bruce had an external conflict with his sister (Man vs Man). They had different ideas about what to do with their farm. They had a conflict since Hester never wanted the house to be sold but Bruce after being convinced by his wife decided to sell the farm.
c.  		Hester was experiencing an external conflict. The conflict is called, Man vs Man. He hated his Ruth to a point he never wanted her to touch anything in the house claiming they were all hers and she should never see her touch them. They always had arguments even that night.
 		Hester experienced internal conflict, Man vs Self, she was troubled by the fact that Bruce decided to sell the house and she couldn’t bear the pain of losing the only treasured thing she had.
THEME:
1. Elements of human and Society Nature
Elements of human nature
	Conflicts between people living together, especially between family members living in the same house. In this story, we see that both the three people, Ruth, Bruce, and Hester were in a big conflict in a discussion of whether to sell their father’s house or not. The conversations prove that when Hester says, “This is my house. I won’t have strangers in it,” this meant she was not going to allow for the same. Ruth respond that “Oh, Hester! I didn’t want it to be this way.  I tried,” this was an attempt to cool Hester’s temper down.
They also quarrel for such small things like; Hester, “You turn the separator so slow the cream’s as thin as water,” Ruth replies, “That’s not true. You never give a chance to,” Bruce who was there tell them that, “For God’s sake, don’t quarrel about it.” 
	It also shows us the element of human nature of being epicurean. Hester does not love when Ruth turns the separator since she does not produce good cream like in the lines, Hester says that “You turn the separator so slow the cream’s as thin as water,”. This shows how human love quality and good food.
	It shows the gossiping nature of human beings. Bruce and Ruth gossiped and plotted over about selling the farm without Hester’s knowledge. In the story, Hester says to Ruth, “You came here. You plotted with him to take this house from me. But its mine,”
Elements of a society
	There is an element of mutual aid after Hester and Bruce’s mother died, Hester took it as her responsibility to help his father take care of their young child, Bruce who was young by then. Hester said, “I stayed home when Mother died and kept house for my little brother and my father. I was very beautiful, they said My hair fell to my knees, and it was black as a furrow turned in spring. I can have a husband any time I want, but my duty is here with Father. You see how it is. I can’t leave him.” This shows the kind of help he offered to her family.
2.  Mr. Warren died he left the farm for Bruce to cultivate and earn harvest from it. However, since he died Bruce had never got a good harvest from the farm. Though the farm gave him some difficult time (it never gave him the kind of harvest he really expected) he never gave up but continued to cultivate it with a hope that one day it will give him what he has always yearned for. His wife Ruth tried to discourage while convincing him that the land was useless it could not produce anything meaningful and that they should sell it and move to the town where they will have plenty of water to water their crops. We are told in the story that his vain really struggled to make the dry farm pay, this always mads him see himself as a failure.
LANGUAGE:
1. Literacy devices
a. Personification- “handsome coal stove in the right”- the coal has been given a human trait of handsome to mean how good it looked. 
b. The imagery of light and dark- 
Dark imagery – “The icy wind of a northern blizzard sweeps across the prairie, lashes about the old Warren farmhouse, and howls insistently at the door and windows,” this shows how the blizzard was to be so dangerous and bad to the people leaving in the prairie.
Light imagery- “Ruth is small, fair-haired, and pretty twenty-five or twenty-six years of age” this describes how Ruth Warren physical appearance look-liked.
  
c. Simile- “the cream as thin as water” – this meant that when Ruth turned the separator, she produced a very slim layer of cream.
d. Metaphor- “Your hand in this!” this is a direct comparison to mean that Ruth was involved in the planning to sell the farm.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]They symbolize the child that Ruth is expecting and when she placed them in the wooden bowl and Hester rejected, it means Hester does not want the kid to be in that house that why he broke one its stem to symbolize how he never wanted it.
